Bourse Departementale du
Travail: Niemeyer's
Architectural Legacy

The Bourse Départementale du Travail de la Seine-Saint-Denis in Bobigny is
an architectural marvel by Oscar Niemeyer. This presentation explores its
historical and architectural significance, Niemeyer's biography, urban
integration, architectural typology, original intention, current use, and the
feeling it evokes.




Oscar Niemeyer: A Pioneer of Modern
Architecture

Early Career & Achievements Brasilia & Global Influence

Oscar Niemeyer (1907-2012) was a Brazilian architect and a Niemeyer was the principal architect of Brasilia (1956-60),
pioneer of modern architecture. He graduated from the Escola creating iconic buildings like the Palacio da Alvorada and the
Nacional de Belas Artes in 1934 and collaborated with Lucio Cathedral of Brasilia. His works include the United Nations HQ
Costa and Le Corbusier on the Ministry of Education and (New York) and the French Communist Party HQ (Paris).

Health in Rio de Janeiro (1936-43).

Niemeyer combined socialist ideals with architectural modernism, believing architecture should serve the people. He famously said,
"I am not attracted to straight angles or to the straight line... | am attracted to free-flowing, sensual curves."



Urban Morphology: The

Political Act

Located in Bobigny, the administrative
capital of Seine-Saint-Denis, the Bourse
was a political act, recognizing the
working-class suburbs.

Integration

The building is well-connected via the T1
tram line, metro, and bus lines, linking it
to working-class neighborhoods and
cultural centers.

Bourse In Bobigny

Connected

Its location facilitates access to
universities, cultural hubs, and protest
hotspots across the department.

Bobigny was chosen due to its strong working-class and trade unionist tradition. Building a major union headquarters there was a gesture of

decentralization.



Architectural Typology: Fluid
Concrete

D Concrete
@ Curves

Columns

The Bourse showcases modern architecture with a strong sculptural appeal.
It features reinforced concrete with fluid and curvilinear shapes and is
elevated on columns. The underground auditorium counterbalances the
elevated structure. Concrete is the visual centerpiece, with fluid, curvaceous
forms contrasting the rigid geometry of classic Brutalism.




Key Differences: Niemeyer vs. Brutalism

Curved Forms Visual Lighthess Artistic Expression
Niemeyer rejects orthogonal rigidity in Despite using concrete, the building Niemeyer embraces a lyrical, sculptural
favor of curves inspired by nature. appears to float. language.

Key differences from classic Brutalism include curved, poetic forms, visual lightness, and artistic expression. Niemeyer rejects

orthogonal rigidity in favor of curves inspired by nature and the human body. Despite using concrete, the building appears to float.



Original Intention: A Union and
Labor Center

Host Unions

1
Provide administrative and meeting spaces for trade unions.
Organize Training

2
Conduct training sessions, assemblies, and union gatherings.
Political Debate

3
Act as a space for political and social debate.
Support Workers

4

Support the workers of the region.

The Bourse was conceived as a union and labor center, hosting trade unions, organizing

training sessions, and acting as a space for political and social debate. It was designed with
an underground auditorium with 800 seats and modular administrative spaces.




Current Use: A Hub for Social and Cultural Activity

Civic Events Intersections
Venue for civic events, cultural Hub for labor, migration,
programs, and debates. feminism, and anti-racism.
Union Activity Protected Landmark
Still hosts union offices and Recognized as a historical
activities. monument since 2007.

The Bourse de Travail of Bobigny still holds much of its original purpose, with continued union activity. It has expanded to become a venue for
civic events, cultural programs, and activist initiatives. It was renamed to include Clara Zetkin in 2022.



Feeling the Space: Progressive and Intriguing

Contrast

Contrasts with commercial buildings.

Expression

Progressive, multicultural expression.

Appeal

Raw and intriguing.

In the urban landscape, the Bourse contrasts with the more commercial or industrial buildings around it. It feels like a progressive,
multicultural expression. It's raw and has a strong appeal. You're drawn to its shape, dimension, and grey colour, and it intrigues you.



5. How do you feel in this place:

In the urban landscape, the Bourse contrasts with the more commercial or
industrial buildings around |t.

It feels like a progressive, multicultural expression. It's raw and it has a strong
appeal

You're driven to its shape, dimension and grey colour and it intrigues you.






Centre National de la Danse
— Pantin

Explore the Centre National de la Danse in Pantin. It is where brutalism
meets the fluidity of dance. Discover its architectural transformation.

Experience the cultural vibrancy it brings to eastern Paris.




Architectural Origins and Transformation

Jacques Kalisz (1972) Antoine Stinco (1998)
Designed as a social security center. It is known for its brutalist Rehabilitated to promote openness, light, and fluidity. The new
style. It features raw concrete and a monumental, sculptural design integrates the structure with its purpose.

form.



A National Hub for Dance and Culture

Creative Spaces Educational Resources Public Engagement
Studios, rehearsal spaces, and artist Training, certifications, and a dance Performances, workshops, and public
residencies support artistic creation. library offer learning opportunities. programs connect dance with the

community.




Architectural and Symbolic
Meaning

Physicality of Space

1
Mirrors the movement and expression of dance.
Transformation

2
Represents a shift from bureaucracy to artistic freedom.
Reactivation

3

Architecture gains new meaning through its use.




Urban Role and Connectivity

ocation

Situated on Canal de I'Ourcq in Pantin.

Accessibility

Easily accessible via Metro Line 5 (Hoche).

3 Integration

Part of the cultural regeneration in eastern Paris.

[ook




Materials: Original
Construction

Exposed Concrete Steel Framework
(Beton Brut)

Provides structural support

Dominates the structure, and reinforces the building's
showcasing its raw texture mass.
and form.

Minimal Glass

Limited use emphasizes mass and structural integrity.




Materials: Renovation

1 Light Wood

Adds warmth and a tactile quality to the interior spaces.

2 Expanded Glass
Increases transparency, allowing more natural light to flood
the building.

3 Vibrant Accents

Modern metal accents add visual interest and energy.




Atmosphere and Public Space

1 Serenity
> Reflection
3 Community

The space is light-filled and welcoming. The library fosters exploration and reflection. The public space is accessible and

community-centered.
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Modern Strategy 1km de danse

Strong modern communication strategy. 14:00 > 00:00
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Dynamic Media

Active social media and website.
Engaging Audience

Reaches a wide, diverse audience.

CND

Centre national de la danse
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©  Conclusion

Creative Landmark

Reimagined Brutalism
Transformed from

administrative to creative

Brutalism reimagined for dance,
landmark.

community, and openness.

Living Platform

A living platform for cultural dialogue and innovation.




The Communist Party

Headquarters, Paris
-y

Oscar Niemeyer, a visionary architect, designed the French Communist Party

2 headquarters. His architecture embodies ideology and aesthetics. Let's

explore Niemeyer's Parisian masterpiece.
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The Communist Party Headquarters is located in Paris's 19th
arrondissement. Oscar Niemeyer, a modernist and communist architect,

designed it. The building serves as a bold architectural and political

statement.
Location Architect
Place du Colonel Fabien, Paris. Oscar Niemeyer, modernist.

Significance

Architectural, political statement.



Design and Construction

The building was constructed between 1968 and 1980. Its fluid forms utilise
curves and reinforced concrete. These design elements reflect Niemeyer's
signature modernist style.

Construction Forms
1968-1980. Fluid, curved shapes.
Material

Reinforced concrete.




Main Architectural Elements

The complex features several key
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office tower. There is also an underground
level.

N B

The Dome Office Tower Underground
Level




Symbolism and Meaning

The architecture serves as a manifesto. It embodies unity, modernity, and
collective strength. Curves symbolise humanism and liberation in its design.

Landscape integration reflects utopian ideals.

Manifesto

1
Unity, modernity, strength.
Curves

2

Humanism, liberation.

Landscape

Utopian ideals.




ocation and Historical Context

The headquarters is located on Place du Colonel Fabien. The square honours a hero of the French Resistance. This location anchors
the building ideologically. It reflects the fight for justice and equality.

Place du Colonel Fabien ldeological Anchor

Honouring French Resistance. Fight for justice, equality.



Protected Landmark

The building was listed as a Historic Monument in 2007. Architects, historians, and students visit it worldwide. It symbolises artistic,
political, and architectural innovation.

Artistic Innovation
> Political Symbol

3 Architectural Marvel



Conclusion

The headquarters is more than just a political building. It is an architectural icon in Paris. It uniquely merges form, function, and ideology. Niemeyer's vision
embodies hope, radical thought, and artistic freedom.

> Function
Form

|deology



Niemeyer Quote

_"“l am not attracted to straight angles or to the straight line, hard and
inflexible, created by man. | am attracted to free-flowing, sensual

curves.”_

— Oscar Niemeyer
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